
February/March 2019: Travels and Ministry Opportunities 

Thank you for your continued prayers for our family as we spend 
time visiting our churches and working on different projects for our 
continued ministry in Peru. We need your prayers for us and for the 
work God has for us. We began traveling to visit our churches at 
the beginning of February. During February and March we 
presented an update in 7 our supporting churches and one new 
church in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. 
We have found that traveling is not as easy as it used to be. Older 

children don't sit for as many hours without needing to stretch their legs. And older parents can't travel for the 
entire day without their bodies hurting a little. But we still manage, and it's been a blessing to see familiar faces 
and share what God is doing in Peru.	 

 

 
	 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for praying for and with us. We need 
your prayers each day. Thank you for partnering 
with us in God's work. 
 
Until all have heard, 
Caleb, Ecko, Joseph, Jack, Isabel, and Isaac Stein 

We reconnected with one of 
our long-time supporters on a 
visit to Wisconsin. She's 95 but 
braved the icy roads to have 
the chance to see us. It is a 
great blessing to have such 
dedicated friends who pray for 
us and support God's work in 
Peru. Their faithfulness is a 
challenge to us. 

 

Thank you for praying for our Seminary. The new 
school year is about a month old. We have 17 
new students this year and 54 full-time students. 
Prayer points: 
• Faithfulness and spiritual unity 
• Stronger relationships with Peruvian 

churches and pastors 
 

Thank you for praying for our church family, 
Christ is the Way Baptist Church, in El Milagro.  
Prayer points: 
• Legal formation of the church 
• Spiritual growth of male leaders 
• Sunday School attendance and teachers 
• Long-term stability and growth 



 

A whole year in the States? That seems counterproductive, right? Well, yes and no. It all depends on how you 
look at it. One the one hand, shorter and more frequent visits have many advantages, but with a family of 6, 
they are more expensive and more hectic (more plane tickets and more shuffling for the kids during the 
school year). On the other hand, longer and less frequent visits have some disadvantages: time away from 
ministries and lost connections are some key disadvantages. 

Why are we here for a year? What are we doing with all our free time? Glad you asked. 

• Rest: we are all busy and we all have hectic lives. There is never enough time or energy to accomplish 
everything. One of the pitfalls of missionary life is doing too much. One tremendous reality of life in a 
foreign culture is the amount of stress your body endures on a daily basis. We do our best to limit both 
of these dangers, but prolonged time away allows us to assess our ministry involvement and make wiser 
decisions to protect ourselves, our family, and our ministries. 

• School: Ecko and the kids really enjoy homeschooling. Ecko enjoys the time she has with our children 
each day and they enjoy how quickly they can get done with a whole day's work. A large range of 
school-age children (1st, 5th, 8th, and 9th) coupled with Ecko's health challenges (see below) has made 
homeschooling a struggle over the past 2 years. The chance our kids have to be in a traditional school 
this semester has provided rest for Ecko and a chance to reevaluate how we will do homeschooling on 
our return to Peru.  

• Health: many of you are aware of Ecko's ongoing health challenges. The original prognosis was a 2-
year trial to see how we could better manage her health long-term. Our return home at the end of 2018 
corresponded exactly with that time period and allows her to get medical treatment during this year in 
the States. Caleb has had some medical issues of late, as well, so our return this year will enable both he 
and Ecko to be better prepared for our return.  

• Church visits: we need to visit our churches, some of whom we have not seen in 8 years or more. Face-
to-face connections with them is an encouragement to us and an opportunity to maintain and grow 
connections with them. 

• Family time: we love the times that our family comes to visit us in Peru, but not all of them can come 
and none of them comes frequently enough. This longer time home allows us (and our children, 
especially) to reconnect with our extended families. 

• Support raising: financial health is an important part of any organization or family. Needs and income 
fluctuate from time to time. Our support remained steady for much of our time on the field. Since late-
2017 we have seen a large number of our individual supporters pass away. That loss coupled with some 
budget adjustments means that we have some ground to make up before returning to Peru. 

• Projects: this time at home allows us a "Spring cleaning", of sorts. For Ecko, home maintenance and 
decoration are her way of relaxing. The place we are staying during these months is her outlet. Between 
the painting, decorating, light repairs, and wood projects both she and the house will be better off 
before we leave. For Caleb, this has been a time of study, school work (for his DMin), and projects (for 
future ministry opportunities). Oh, and that email inbox still has far too many unanswered emails... 


